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We have now entered the second year of the project and the activity is still high. Everything in the
project is currently going according to our plans, and we have exciting months both behind us and in
ahead of us. This fall the main focus will be on data collection number 2 (T2) where we are both
conducting observations and interviews in our partner ECEC institutions.
August and September 2018
The work with the project started quickly in August when we returned from summer vacation. Just a
week after we started work (August 13th), we went in the first kindergarten to work with the staff to
carry out the changes we had planned for our intervention. Then, in the following days, we visited all
the ECEC institutions and worked on the interventions until the final visit on August 24th. It is great
for us to experience the engagement the project has created in many of the ECEC institutuions, and
we have been excited about working with the staff in this process. A special thanks to our coresearchers who made a hugh effort to prepare the interventions and to gather all we needed of
materials, equipment and tools!

Not long after we finished the interventions, Rune, Ole, Randi, May
Liss and Ellen Beate traveled to Budapest to participate on this
year's EECERA conference (European Early Childhood Research
Association) and to present results from the project's first data
collection. In Budapest we made three presentations put together
in a self-organized symposium. We received received a lot of
interesting and useful feedback.

On September 17th, we had a meeting in the Coordinating Group of the project. This is a group of
representatives from the partners in the project, and it has the mandate to ensure that the project
follows the project plan both in terms of research activities and finances. The group members were
informed about the status of the project so far. Both regarding progress in research activity and
spending/finaces the project is in line with the plan.
As mentioned in the previous newsletter, we have become particularly interested in the category
non-play from the first data collection. We found a surprisingly high proportion, around 30%, nonplay. Therefore, we have created a new sub-project on non-play within the project. May Liss, Rune
and Ellen Beate are involved in this sub-project. This will also be May Liss's main area of work during
the project period. Initially, we have reviewed all video clips that contain non-play. In total, this was
452 video clips, of which 109 of them had 100 % non-play, and 270 of them had 50 % or more. To
start with, all three of us have made suggestions for codes that we can use in the future analysis. In
our further work, we will develop and determine which codes to use in a more nuanced analysis of
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non-play. This coding and analysis will be done in Observer XT so that we can make analyzes also
including the other variables we have already coded. It will be interesting to examine non-play more
in-depth and how space/place variables, materials, social relations, well-being, involvement and
physical activity can be related to non-play. This is a work that continues throughout the fall and
winter.
In order to speed up the progress of the analysis after data collection two (T2), we have decided to
hire a research assistant to work in the project. She is a student at QMUC and has experience as a
research assistant in previous projects. She will initially get the job of transcribing T2 interviews,
starting in mid-October.
We have also inckuded a master student from the Master program Early Childhood Education and
Care at QMUC, Kristin Vikan Knudsen, in the project. She will conduct staff interviews in two of the
participating ECEC institutions and write her master's thesis on these data. We think this is very
positive for the project.
Our submitted abstract for the R&D in the Praxis Conference in Trondheim has also accepted, and
will present our project on October 24th.
Further working plans
At the moment, we have just started data collection 2 (T2). This started in week 39 and will be
completed in week 43 if everything goes according to plan. Coding the video material and
transcribing interviews starts as soon as the first data is collected. The coming months during fall and
winter will be used for the time consuming work of coding and analysis of data from T2, as well as
further analyzes in the non-play subproject, and continued writing and publishing.
We are looking forward to continuing the work on this project!

